
ACCEPTING EVOLUTION AS OUR STORY
CAC’s daily meditation on June 5 2021.  See also ‘Invisible Universe’ comment below

Franciscan Ilia Delio  examines evolution through the lens of science, theology, technology, and 
personal development and reminds us that while evolving can be painful, God is always with us 
and for us, in and through it all.

We have not accepted evolution as our story. We treat evolution as a conversational theory or 
something that belongs to science, as if science is something separate from us and outside our 
range of experience. Politically, we have fiefdoms and kingdoms; socially, we have tribes and cults; 
religiously, we have hierarchy and patriarchy. There is nothing [structurally] that sustains, 
supports, or nurtures human evolution.

By evolution, I mean simply that change is integral to life. We are becoming something that is not 
yet known. To live in evolution is to let go of structures that prevent convergence and deepening of 
consciousness and assume new structures that are consonant with creativity, inspiration, and 
development.

Evolution requires trust in the process of life itself. There is a power at the heart of 
life that is divine and lovable. In a sense we are challenged to lean into life’s changing patterns
and attend to the new patterns that are emerging in our midst. To live in openness to the future is 
to live with a sense of creativity and participation, to use our gifts for the sake of the whole by 
sharing them with others.

There is something about this word evolution that frightens people, as if evolution renders us 
less human or less special as human. We do not talk in terms of evolution; nor do we think in 
terms of evolution. Our everyday lives are conceived as static and fixed, as if it has always been this
way and should always remain this way. But this type of thinking is completely erroneous. . . .

We need to get on board with evolution. If we get nothing else straight about our present moment, 
it should be this: stability is an illusion. The ancient wisdom of Heraclitus reminds us of life’s 
endless activity: The only thing that is permanent is impermanence. No one steps in the same river
twice. If there is no permanence in the present, then the only real stability is the future. The 
Buddha intuitively grasped the notion of evolution by advocating detachment, not necessarily the 
act of giving up the things of this world, but rather accepting and being consciously aware that 
nothing is permanent. So too, Francis of Assisi taught his disciples the principle of dispossession, 
not living without things but without possessing things. . . .

It is time to come together to work for what we share together, the future, into which we are being 
fearfully but irresistibly drawn. This is the true test of our faith, what we really believe in, because 
God is the power of our future. 

 

Via Critical Thinking - Invisible Universe

Polymathic perspectives on the structure of the political economy in the context of the universe. Invisible 
Universe is a trimtab to help shift the rudder of human perception and our consequent reality. Institutional 
hierarchy, theft of the commons and money (evolution of collaborative analysis beyond usury) are the 
foundational flaws of today’s political economy but few perceive our current reality.

“…thinking about what one little man could do. Think of the Queen Mary—the whole ship goes by and then comes the
rudder. And there’s a tiny thing at the edge of the rudder called a trim tab. It’s a miniature rudder. Just moving the 
little trim tab builds a low pressure that pulls the rudder around. Takes almost no effort at all. So I said that the little 
individual can be a trim tab. Society thinks it’s going right by you, that it’s left you altogether. But if you’re doing 
dynamic things mentally, the fact is that you can just put your foot out like that and the whole big ship of state is going
to go. So I said, “call me Trim Tab.”  Buckmaster Fuller
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