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As I shared yesterday, we’ve made God in our own image—a projection of our 
human fears and insecurities. Ironically, our image of God also creates us. As a 
result, Christianity has often been oppressive, violent, and prejudiced against 
women, just like our image of God. Thankfully, we can reimagine God through 
good theology and contemplative wisdom. In her book “The Soul of Money”, Lynne 
Twist explains the power we’ve given our image of money and reminds us of our 
true longings and needs.

Money is not a product of nature. Money doesn’t grow on trees. . . . Money is an 
invention . . . a fabrication. . . . Money still facilitates the sharing and exchange of 
goods and services, but somewhere along the way the power we gave money 
outstripped its original utilitarian role. . . .

We have made money more important than we are, given it more meaning than 
human life. Humans have done and will do terrible things in the name of money. 
They have killed for it, enslaved other people for it, and enslaved themselves to 
joyless lives in pursuit of it. . . .

For most of us, this relationship with money is a deeply conflicted one, and our 
behavior with and around money is often at odds with our most deeply held values, 
commitments, and ideals—what I call our soul. . . . I believe that under it all . . . what 
deeply matters to human beings, our most universal soulful commitments and core 
values, is the well-being of the people we love, ourselves, and the world in which we 
live.

We really do want a world that works for everyone. We don’t want children to go 
hungry. We don’t want violence and war to plague the planet. . . . We don’t want 
torture and revenge and retribution to be instruments of government and leadership.
Everyone wants a safe, secure, loving, nourishing life for themselves and the ones 
they love and really for everyone. . . . I also believe that under their fears and upsets, 
even the deepest ones, everyone wants to love and be loved, and make a difference 
with their lives. . . . I believe people also want an experience of their own divinity, 
their own connectedness with all life and the mystery of something greater than we 
comprehend.

Each of us experiences a lifelong tug-of-war between our money interests and the 
calling of our soul. When we’re in the domain of soul, we act with integrity. We are 
thoughtful and generous, allowing, courageous, and committed. . . . We are open, 
vulnerable, and heartful. . . . We are trustworthy and trusting of others. . . . We feel at
peace within ourselves and confident that we are an integral part of a larger, more 
universal experience, something greater than ourselves.
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