Summary: Week Twenty-six Economy June 24 - June 29, 2018

There is no authentic God experience that does not situate you in the world in a different way. You see
things differently, and you have the security to be free from your usual loyalties: privilege, position, group,
and economy. ( )

What is Western culture’s primary frame of reference? Money and power seem to come first. The dominant
system in our society is production and consumption. (

God is bought and sold more than loved, waited for, or surrendered to. This is why Jesus’ anger (and even
destruction of property) was aimed at those selling and buying in the temple. ( )

Contemplative practice helps me hold the tension of suffering with my responsibility to participate in its
healing. ( )

We are faced with a paradox. On the one hand money is properly a token of gratitude and trust, and
agent of the meeting of gifts and needs. . . . As such it should make us all richer. Yet it does not. Instead, it
has brought insecurity, poverty, and the liquidation of our cultural and natural commons. —Charles
Eisenstein (

Jesus invites us to stand in solidarity with the poor. We must come close to real people who are hurting. We
then can amplify their authentic stories of suffering and cries for change. ( )

For you always have the poor with you, and you can show
kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. —Mark 14:7

This verse is often used as an excuse to do nothing about poverty. In fact, Jesus is calling us to live in
solidarity with suffering! My friend Jim Wallis, founder of Sojourners, explains the context and meaning of
this verse.

They are at the dinner table with a leper, and Jesus is making an assumption about his disciples’ continuing
proximity to the poor. He is saying, in effect, “Look, you will always have the poor with you” because you
are my disciples. You know who we spend our time with, who we share meals with, who listens to our
message, who we focus our attention on. You've been watching me, and you know what my priorities are.
You know who comes first in the kingdom of God. So, you will always be near the poor, you’ll always be with
them, and you will always have the opportunity to share with them. . ..

The critical difference between Jesus’s disciples and a middle-class church is precisely this: our lack of
proximity to the poor. . . . The middle-class church doesn’t know the poor and they don’t know us. . . . So
[we] merely speculate on the reasons for their condition, often placing the blame on the poor themselves.
[1]

Jim says that “social location often determines biblical interpretation.” No wonder many well-off Christians
miss the emphasis on justice, simplicity, and equality throughout Scripture!

Let’s take the meaning of solidarity with suffering even deeper. The outer poverty, injustice, and absurdity
we see when we look around us mirrors our own inner poverty, injustice, and absurdity. The poor person
outside is an invitation to the poor man or woman inside. As we learn compassion and sympathy for the
brokenness of things, when we encounter the visible icon of the painful mystery in “the little ones,” then
we’ll learn compassion and sympathy for our own “little one,” the brokenness within.

Each time I was recovering from cancer, I had to sit with my own broken absurdity as I've done with others
at the jail or hospital or sick bed. The suffering person’s poverty is visible and extraverted; mine is invisible
and interior, but just as real. I think that’s why Jesus said we have to recognize Christ in the least of our
brothers and sisters. It was for our redemption, our liberation, our healing—not just to “help” others and
pad our spiritual resume.

When we see it over there, we become freed in here, and we also become less judgmental. I can’t hate the
person on welfare when I realize I'm on God’s welfare. It all becomes one truth; the inner and the outer
reflect one another. As compassion and sympathy flow out of us to any marginalized person, wounds are
bandaged—both theirs and ours.
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	Practice: Solidarity with Suffering: For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. —Mark 14:7

